British Guiana, in its colonized portion, is chiefly distinguished by its flatness and lowness of level, which is below that of the sea at high water during spring tides, and by the clayey nature of its soil, which is nearly destitute of lime, and is more or less charged with oxide of iron and sea salt. The entire surface is remarkable for the never-failing luxuriance of its vegetable products. The inhabitants reside principally along the skirts of the seashore and at the mouths of the large rivers, Demarara and Essequibo. As the level is below that of the sea, the cultivated lands require embankments on all sides. Sluices in these embankments, at suitable times, give issue to the surface-drainage of the land. The ordinary rise and fall of spring tides is nine feet. The district is intersected by numerous drainage and navigable canals. Within the city of Georgetown in 1837, besides the private drains, there belonged to the public thirtyone miles of open trenches, varying in width from two to ten feet, communicating by sixty-two tunnels, and these required to discharge the surface water alone.
Originally settled by the Dutch in 1706 on the Essequibo. and in 1746 on the Demarara, the coast and soil were treated very much after the manner of Holland. The sea-coast districts were, by the erection of dikes and the formation of canals, converted into Polders, while the creeks and low savannahs
give it the appearance of immense meadows of land, intersected by canals and pools of water. Placed under the equator, its temperature is uniformly high, and the atmosphere as well as the soil is humid.
The coast line, which extends nearly east and west, is cooled and dried during the greater part of the year by the trade-winds.
About the centre of the sea-coast of British Guiana, near the mouth of the Demarara River, stands Georgetown, the ancient Stabroeck of the Dutch settlers, the capital of the colony, having Essequibo on the extreme west or leeward of the coast; and Berbice, with its chief town and seaport, New Amsterdam, on the extreme east or windward part of the coast.
Georgetown is laid out in rectangular streets, generally of great width, and is composed chiefly of wooden houses, which are raised on pillars several feet above the surface of the ground, and which are separated from each other by gardens, containing shrubs, and fruit and ornamental trees. 
